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Fall of the House of Usher Comprehension Questions:

1. What time of year is it in the beginning of the story? (1)

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. Where is the narrator going? (1)

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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3. How does Poe describe the house? Pick a quote and 
tell what kind of mood Poe’s description evokes 
(suggests or reminds you of)? (2)

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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4. Why is the narrator going to the House of Usher? (1)

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

5. How does the narrator describe Roderick Ushers appearance?  Use a quote to 
support your answer. (2)
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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6. What is the relationship between the narrator and Roderick Usher? (1)

______________________________________________________________________________

7. What is on the outside of the house? (1)

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

8. What is Roderick afraid of? (1)

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

9. What is wrong with Madeline? (1)

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

10. What kinds of things do Roderick and Usher do at night to pass the time? (1)

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

11. Reread this quote, “One small picture showed the inside of a very long vault of tunnel, 
with low walls. Certain points of the picture gave the idea that this vault or tunnel was far beneath the surface of the earth.” 
What might Roderick be painting a picture of? (1)

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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13. What happens to Madeline? (1)
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

14. What do they do with her body? (1)
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

15. How does Roderick’s behavior change after Madeline “dies?” (2)

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

16. Describe the ending of the story. (3)

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________0
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